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Rain Data Collection 

Ecosystems are made up of all kinds of living and nonliving things.  But have you ever wondered why animals and plants live where they live?  Like why don’t polar bears live in the desert? Well, it has to do something with the amount of rain an area gets and what is its average temperature.  Today you will exploring why animals and plants have chose to live where they live by doing scientific research.

Before you get started researching I want you to make a couple of hypothesis.   Why type of ecosystem would get the most rain in a year?  

Record you hypothesis here.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What type of ecosystem do you think gets the least amount of rain in a year?

Record you hypothesis here.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ok, now that you have made your hypothesis on what types of ecosystems gets the most and least amount of rain I want you to estimate about how many inches of rain each different type of ecosystem gets in a year.  Write your estimates in the chart below.

	Type of Ecosystem
	Estimated amount of rain a year (inches)

	Desert
	

	Tundra
	

	Forest
	

	Grassland
	

	Rainforest
	


Now it is time for you to do your scientific research.  Using the following websites go and collect data about the amount of rain each of the different ecosystems receive each year.  Record your data in the chart.

http://www.mbgnet.net/index.html
	Type of Ecosystem
	Actual amount of rain a year (inches)

	Desert
	

	Tundra
	

	Forest
	

	Grassland
	

	Rainforest
	


Conclusion:

What ecosystem receives the most rain?  Which receives the less?  Did any of the ecosystems surprise you?  Maybe you thought one of the ecosystems received more rain or less.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoring Rubric:

	Activity
	Possible Points
	Comments
	Teacher Assessment

	Cooperation with partner
	5
	
	

	Hypothesis
	5
	
	

	Rainfall Chart
	5
	
	

	Graph
	15
	
	

	Conclusion
	5
	
	

	Total
	35
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