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Materials:  
Resources for vertebrate animals (trade books, articles, or internet), Case File, Suspect List (one per group), Construction Paper, Crayons, Colored Pencils, Markers
Objective:  Students will do research to find animals for each of the five classes of vertebrates (amphibians, birds, fish, mammals, and reptiles).

Directions:

1. Write on the Suspect List five letters of the alphabet under the letter column.  Each group should have different letters of the alphabet (Do not use the letter X).   Place a Suspect List in each Scientist Case File.
2. Each group of students need to use resources (trade books, articles, or internet) to find an animal that begins with each of the letters they were assigned.   However, they need to make sure that with their five animals that they have an animal from each class of vertebrates (i.e.  A=alligator/reptile, F=frog/amphibian, P=penguin/bird, Q=queen- angelfish/fish, and T=tiger/mammal).
3. After they have found their five animals, they need to fill out the Suspect List.  Under the “Reason the Suspect is Suspicious” heading, students need to write what characteristics allowed them to classify that animal in the class they chose.

4. Have the students get your approval before moving on to the next part of the assignment.

5. Give each group of students five sheets of construction paper and the instructions for making a Four-Door Diorama.  The students should include the following on their diorama:  name of the animal, class it belongs to, a picture of the animal, and one interesting fact about it.

6. When all of the dioramas have been created, display the dioramas in alphabetical order and you will have a “Vertebrate Line-Up.”
