Day 1: Engage

Title:  Animal Card Sort

Prior Knowledge:  This is an activity to assess student’s prior knowledge of animal classification.  Therefore, students may come into activity with little or some prior knowledge before hand.

Safety Issues:  Normal classroom safety issues.

Management Suggestions:  Students will be divided into groups of four.  Make sure students are in groups that work well together.

Major Science Concept:  Sorting animals into the different classifications according to their characteristics.

Target Grade Level: 5th Grade

Grade Level Expectations:  3.1.E.d Classify vertebrate animals into classes (amphibians, birds, reptiles, mammals, fish) based on their characteristics. 
Objectives:

Students will be able to classify vertebrate animals into classes (amphibians, birds, reptiles, mammals, fish) based on their characteristics.

Students will justify their animal classification in writing once they have their animal cards sorted
Students will present their animal classification using the document camera.
Activity:  Animal Card Sort
Question:  Why do scientists classify animals into classes?

Materials: 60 animal cards or pictures divided up into groups of ten (make sure each group has a variety of animals from different classes), document camera, 6 baggies to hold cards, pencils, overhead screen, Who’s In Your Class? by John Lithgow, paper for quick write
Method:

1. Divide cards up into 6 groups of ten with a different variety of cards between them and put them in baggies.
2. Divide students into 6 groups of four.

3. Handout baggies with animal cards to groups and animal sort sheet for students

4. Don’t give students any clues and have them sort the cards according to how they see fit.

5. Once groups are done sorting then they must justify their sorting according to how they grouped them

6. Students will then present their group sorting to the class using the document camera with justification of how they sorted them.
7. Class will then gather on the rug(or meeting spot) and discuss why its important that scientists all classify animals the same way

8. Read Who’s In Your Class? by John Lithgow to the students.  The book explains the different classes to the students
9. Have students go back to their desk and do a quick write about what they learned about classifying animals
