Day 7: Elaborate
Title:  Dichotomous Key
Prior Knowledge:  In this activity students have been introduced to animal classification.
Safety Issues:  Normal classroom safety issues.

Management Suggestions:  Students will be in cooperative learning groups, and viewing the document camera to identify animals using a dichotomous key. Draw the dichotomous key you will be assessing the students with prior to the displaying of the specimens.
Major Science Concept:  Students will identify an unknown organism using a dichotomous key..

Target Grade Level: 5th Grade

Grade Level Expectations:   3.1E.e Identify animals using simple dichotomous keys. 
Objectives:

Students will be able to identify animals using simple dichotomous keys.
Students will write about how scientists use a dichotomous key to classify animals.
Activity: Dichotomous key
Question:  How are unknown organisms identified?

Materials: 8 animal specimens (teacher choice) I used www. enasco.com and bug block set A&B.  Scott Foresman Science 5th Grade
Method:

1. Students will read page 20 in the textbook about dichotomous key.
2. Ask the question how do scientists classify unknown organisms.

3. Model the dichotomous key on page 21 in the textbook. 
4. Have students complete question 1 in the textbook. Choose two other animals pictured on page 21 and use the key to classify and identify them.
5. Give the students the dichotomous key handout you will be using to assess the students.
6. Show students the specimens we will be using on the document camera. Ask students what we would need to do to classify the organisms.
7. Show each specimen and have the students complete the dichotomous key.

8. Have students  write a set of instructions to teach the reader how to use  dichotomous keys.

