Day 2: Explain

How do students tackle difficult non-fiction text?
Prior Knowledge Needed for Activity: 

· Students need to be aware of ‘thinking about their thinking’- using metacognition/self monitoring
· The metacognition/self monitoring strategy is taught and utilized during reading but should also be used when reading non-fiction; especially difficult text often found in science textbooks.

· Teachers should talk with students about listening to their inner voice and watch for things like 

· Huh??

· Wow!

· Interesting!

· I learned something new…

· This doesn’t make sense…

· Stop, go back, clarify, ask questions
· This information connects to something I already know

· Students need to understand that fiction text has specific structures which may include:

· Character, setting, conflict, and plot structure

Safety Issues: Students need to follow classroom norms for group work.

Management Suggestions: At least some connection should be made between what good readers do and what good scientists do. Talk with the students about the strategies we use when reading independently and how those can also help us when tackling expository text in science.  Use a document camera or the SF website to project the science book up on a white screen. This will allow you to code the text and mark the material as the class follows along in their own text. For this lesson you could use the lesson from the text OR a leveled reader from the unit.
Major Concept:  Teach students to identify and predict using the structures of expository text
Targeted Grade Level: 5th 
Grade Level Expectations: 5th Grade Missouri Standards Addressed in this Activity
	Subject
	Grade Level Expectations

	CA
	R.1.G.b  During reading, utilize strategies to self-monitor comprehension 
R.1.G.c  During reading, utilize strategies to question the text 
R.1.G.g During reading, utilize strategies to summarize 
R.3.A   Apply information in text features, graphics, such as maps, diagrams, charts and index, to clarify and connect concepts to the main ideas 

R.3.C.i. Use details from text to identify and interpret author's ideas and purpose 

	Science
	3.1E.c  Classify animals as vertebrates and invertebrates
3.1E.d 
Classify vertebrate animals into classes (amphibians, birds, reptiles, mammals, fish) based on their characteristics


Objectives:
· Students will identify the text structures used in the lesson How do we classify vertebrate? on pages 10-13. 

· Enumerative

· Descriptive

· Compare/Contrast

Misconceptions:

· Students may think narrative and expository text have the same text structures.

· This lesson will show students how both types of text have different, but predictable structures that can be learned so that reading the text is easier. 

Background information on text structures:
	Expository Text Structures

	Paragraph Structure
	Definition
	Signal Words

	Descriptive
	This is the most narrative of the expository text structures; it often begins with a key idea, then develops the concept using details, examples, and elaborations.
	For example, for instance, in particular; in addition

	Compare/Contrast
	The text structure shows lists or describes the similarities and differences between one or more objects, events, people, places, or ideas.  It may take several paragraphs to list the traits of one idea before contrasting them with the traits of others.
	However, yet, though, although, similar to, different from, unlike, by contrast, like, whereas

	Enumerative
	The text structure presents a series of tasks to complete, often numbered, similar to a recipe. Science labs and math problems may be presented this way, it may be critical to complete the tasks in the order listed.
	First, next, then, conclude, step 1


Materials: 

· SF textbook- Chapter 1, Unit A, pages 10-13
· Document camera/LCD projector
· Student copies of the text-this will allow students to write directly on the text
· Highlighters for students

· Dry eraser markers for use on white board.

Methods:
· Teacher will start by activating prior knowledge, activate schema to see what they know about how good readers tackle difficult text.
· Use white board to list reading strategies generated by students
· Schema- talk to students about sorting activity from Day 1- this experience helped them build schema on classifying. Students should use that knowledge to help link new information from today’s content.
· Use LCD to project  chart (see background  chart on page 1) that shows definitions of the 3 types of text structures found in this lesson

· Discuss ‘key’ words with students-look for those clues in the text…show students examples in text.

· under the heading Characteristics of Animals
· text structures- descriptive and enumerative

· under the heading Vertebrate Animals
· text structure- descriptive

· under the heading Reptiles
· text structure-compare and contrast

· Release students to look for similar text structures using the leveled readers that accompany the unit.

· Classifying Organisms

· Grouping Living Things

· The Cat Family
· Use chart paper to create a class anchor chart for text structures. This is done whole group but student could create this chart to reference in their science journals.
	Text Structure
	Purpose
	Example

	Ex:  Compare/Contrast
	show similarities and differences between mammals and reptiles
	Reptiles do not…like mammals

Reptiles are similar to mammals in many ways…


